Turkey is known as a country with many summer holiday activities due to the seas that 59 surround three sides of the country and its historic places. However, avalanches also 60 constitute risk situations for settlements, inhabitants and winter sports centers.
to approaching layers differently (Jamieson and Johnston, 2001) . Weak layers deep in 118 the snowpack can cause avalanches even if the surface layers are strong or well-bonded 119 (Jamieson et al. 2003) . 120
Vegetation cover is among the factors affecting avalanches by increasing or decreasing 121 friction on the surface (Butler, 1972; Simonson et al. 2010) . Smooth slopes with pasture 122 can accelerate formation of avalanches due to lack of resistance (Tunçel, 1990 (Burrows and Burrows, 129 1976; Carrara, 1979; Mears, 1992; Jenkins and Habertson, 2004; Casteller et al. 2007; 130 Bebi et al. 2009; Simonson et al. 2010) . 
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Avalanche mitigation projects in settlement areas in Turkey 248
If an avalanche occurs in an area of no settlements, no property, or no traffic, it does not 249 constitute risk (Holub and Fuchs, 2009) . Hence, avalanche protection may not be 250 necessary in these uninhabited areas. On the other hand, if an avalanche presents hazard, 251 a decision has to be made quickly to ensure maximum safety of endangered objects in 
